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$4.8 million alloted to state charter schools

FORT COLLINS — The state of

Colorado will receive millions of grant -

dollars to develop high-quality charter

schools, thus providing Colorado par-

ents with additional educational options

for their children, U.S. Secretary of Edu-
_ cation Rod Paige announced June 28.

On behalf of Paige, Deputy Secretary
Gene Hickok presented a $4.875 mil-
lion grant check to Assistant Commis-
sioner of Education Gary Sibigtroth
during an event with Rep. Marilyn
Musgrave at the Liberty Common Char-
ter Schoo] in Fort Collins. The check
provides funds to Colorado for the first
year of the three-year program.

“Across the nation, charter schools are

- proving that a focus on results, com-
bined with greater freedom for educa-
tors and more choices for parents, leads
to better education for students,” Hickok
said. “I am thrilled that Colorado has
the opportunity to embrace these inno-
vations and hope to see charter schools
continue to blossom throughout the state
over the next few years.”

The competitive grants are part of the
No Child Left Behind Act’s Charter
‘Schools program, which supports states’
efforts to plan, design, operate and dis-
tribute information about charter
schools.

Colorado will use the grant to support
efforts to increase student achievement
and develop high-quality charter
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schools. During the next three years,
Colorado’s low-performing schools will
be required to either reconstitute or con-
vert to charter status.

States with charter school laws may
apply for the grants. Ten states will share
more than $71.7 million in grants. Other
states to receive grants are California,
Georgia, Indiana, Maryland, Massachu-
setts, Michigan, Missouri, Ohio, and
Texas. _

Charter schools are independent pub-
lic schools of choice designed and op-
erated by educators, parents, community
leaders and educational entrepreneurs.
They are given greater flexibility in re-

.turn for strict accountability for improv-

ing student achievement.

The first U.S. public charter school
opened in 1992. Almost 3,000 charter
schools serve nearly 750,000 students
in 37 states and Washington, D.C.

The No Child Left Behind Act is the
bipartisan landmark education reform
law designed to change the culture of
America’s schools by closing the
achievement gap between groups of stu-
dents, offering more flexibility to states,
giving parents more options, and teach-
ing students based on what works. Un-
der the law’s strong accountability pro-
visions, states must describe how they
will close the achievement gap and
make sure all students, including those
with disabilities, achieve academically.
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state will use to start nearly 20 schools
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million is for the first of three years.
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‘Musgrave has been an advocate for
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President Bush’s Fiscal Year 2005
budget proposes almost $320 million for
charter schools, a 24 percent increase
over 2004.

The charter school grants program is
part of the Department’s Office of In-
novation and Improvement, which Sec-

retary Paige created in December 2002
to make strategic investments in and
widely distribute information about
promising education practices. The of-
fice also leads efforts to provide infor-
mation to parents about the options the
No Child Left Behind Act affords them.



